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Dean Roop was one of the most highly respected officials in our province. Dean started his career in 
1965, when, at the age of nineteen, he took a course from Bill White at The Nova Scotia Teachers 
College in Truro, N.S. Then in the fall of 1965, he enrolled in the Physical Education Program at 
Memorial University. 

From there, he immediately took up officiating games in the St. John's Senior and Junior leagues, as 
well as high school games. He did this from 1965 to 1969. Dean says,the highlight of his university 
years was officiating games in the Memorial University Invitational Boys High School Basketball 
Tournament. The competition between the local teams and the teams from schools of the American 
Military bases in Newfoundland provided an extra air of excitement. 

In 1969-70, under the leadership of Bill Redden,Dean and others having completed their written exam 
and floor testing, received their “A” rating and worked together to  form a professional association for 
basketball officials. In the 1970-71 season, Dean and the other members were successful in applying 
to become an official affiliate of IAABO. The board number was #117 and the association became 
known as “NAABO”, {Newfoundland Association of Approved Basketball Officials}, with Dean as the 
first President.A position he held for the first three seasons. 

Dean moved to Central Newfoundland in 1970 and during the next fifteen to twenty years he accepted 
many assignments in Central and Western NL. 

 Provincial and Invitational tournaments were the mainstay. Much time was spent in the Basketball 
Hub of Baie Verte. During this time, he conducted Basketball clinics in Gander, Lewisporte, Grand 
Falls, Corner Brook, Stephenville and Codroy Valley, introducing many new people to our sport. 

Over the years Dean officiated numerous games at all levels from minor to highschool and both the 
senior men’s and ladies leagues. He also officiated in hundreds of NLBA provincial tournaments at all 
levels and the SSNL highschool championships. 



Dean says,”Officiating”, basketball games at all levels was a very pleasant and rewarding experience. 
Although there were a few challenges, the vast majority of players and coaches appreciated my 
efforts and provided me with a wealth of good memories. 

One of his Career Highlights, Dean says, was, ‘Officiating in the Canada Winter Games in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan in 1971. Representing NL and working with officials from all parts of Canada, was a 
special experience! 

The impact Dean Roof left on officiating throughout our province was truly outstanding. His 
commitment to both the local and provincial associations is a big part of the reason we continue to 
operate and grow today. 

  

 

 


